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□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following lanBuaee 
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□ mtemational search (under Rules 12,3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the mtemational application (under Rule 12.4) 

Q international preliminary examination (under Rules 55,2 and/or 55.3) 



The international application as originally filed/fumished 
the description: 

P^S^s 1 4-17 91 ... 

TTTTTTT; ' > as ongmally filed/fiimished 



pages* 



2, 3, 18-20/1 



the claims: 
pages 



_ received by this Authority on 
^ received by this Authority on 



23 August 2004 (23.08.2004) 



1-4 



pages' 



5-11 
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> amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
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the drawings: 
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^received by this Authority on 
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I I the claims, Nos. 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) Tvith regard to novelty, inventive s 
1 atations and explanations supporting such statement 


tep or industrial applicability; 


1. Statement 






Novell (N) 


Claims 


l*"!! YES 1 




Claims 


NO 


j Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


YES 1 




Claims 


1-11 NO 1 


Industdal applicability (lA) 


Claims 






Claims 


NO 



DocTunent 1: 



JP 37-953 Bl (The Carborundum Company) , 26 
April 1962; page 2, left column, paragraph 2 
to page 3, left colmnn, paragraph 1 



The inventions set forth in claims 1-11 do not 
involve an inventive step in the light of document 1, 
cited in the international search report. Document 1 
discloses a process for producing a porous silicon carbide 
product which includes: forination of an initial porous 
material from silicon carbide and elemental silicon, 
formation of a product by moulding this, and heating the 
product at a temperature close to 1350oc in a carbonaceous 
atmosphere; carbonisation of the resulting structure by 
iitqpregnating a carbon source into the pores and then 
heating, so that the pores are filled with carbon as a 
result; infiltration of silicon into the moulded material 
filled with carbon and reaction with the carbon inside the 
pores of the material to produce silicon carbide; and 
causing recrystallization by maintaining the product at a 
high temperature of about 2100 to 2300°c for a 
sufficiently long time. It is also indicated that by this 
means excess silicon inside the product or on the product 
is removed. However, it is mentioned that use of the 
recrystallization t emperature is not a necessary 
l'ojmPCT/IPEA/409 CBoxV) (Jamiaiy 1994)" 
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condition, and that it is also possible to heat at a 
temperature lower than the recrystallization temperature. 
In addition, although no specific temperature or heating 
time are mentioned for heating at a temperature lower than 
the recrystallization temperature in the aforementioned 
production process, no special difficulty would be 
entailed in setting optimum or preferred values in order 
to obtain the desired properties. Moreover, no special 
effects which could not be predicted by a person skilled 
in the art appear to be offered by the numerical ranges in 
the inventions in the present application. Therefore, the 
inventions set forth in claims 4 and 8 could be derived 
easily by a person skilled in the art. Moreover, the 
products obtained by the aforementioned production process 
can be considered to be of sintered silicon carbide which 
comes substantially within the scope of the inventions in 
the present application. Therefore, the inventions set 
forth in claims 1-3, 5-7 and 9-11 could be derived easily 
by a person skilled in the art. 
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1. Certain published documents (Rule 70.10) 



Application No. 

Patent No. 



Publication date 
(day/monthfyear) 



Filing date 
(day/monih/year) 



Priority date (valid claim) 
(day/monti\fyear) 



WO 03/33434 AI 24 April 2003 (24.04.2003) 15 October 2002 (15.10.2002) 16 October 2001 (16.10.2001) 
[BY] 
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